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"Isimghu dil-grajja,

U zommu b’tifkira
ll-ghors ta’ zewg ghonja
Mill-aktar tal-gzira.

Nofs Malta bi hgarha,
Biex tara 'l Katrina
Ittejjeg mal-hakem,
Tmur bikri I-Imdina

Bir-rassa minn kmieni
Mizghud kollox kien,
Fejn rasek iddahhal
Ma fadal imkien:
|d-dar hi mahnuqa,
Bhal bajda mimlija
Imzejna bil-hxejjex
Ghall-Ghors imhejjija.



'Hemm erba’ gaddejja

Bilwieqgfa fil-bieb

Biex jilgghu I-haddara

ll-qraba u |-hbieb;

lI-hakem imzejjen

Bi Ibiesu s-sabih

Kien hieni bilgieghda

Imdawwar b’kull gieh.

Katrina |-gharusa
Bhal warda Maltija
Magenbu misjuba
Ferhana u misthija.
U hdejha mdannitha
U r-raheb Bennard
ll-barka xtaqulhom
Mis-sema sal-art.



" In-nies ta’ madwarhom
Ghall-gilwa mhejjija
Bis-sdieri, u x-xwabel,
Imghammra u miksija,
Wedfin, ser jitilqu,
Iberrhu I-bibien ...

Ferh gewwa, ferh barra,
Tifrig kullimkien!

Fil-waqt ifegg fieres
lgammes mal-hara
|Zz-Ziemel biex jofroq
Bhal trig ghall-haddara.
Min tala’ fug ghatba,
Min sal fuq riglejh,

Biex jara '|l-gharajjes
Ghaddejja minn hdejh.



" 1l-gniepen idogqu,
Jghannu x-xbejbiet,
Bit-tabal u z-Zzmamar
Bdew jidwu s-smewwiet.
Katrina u I-Hakem,

Taht star tas-satin,
Mal-hbieb u I-haddara
Ghall-knisja hergin.

Mill-bjut u mit-twieqi
Xehtulhom dafriet,
Mill-gwielag quddiemhom
Ward xerrdu x-xbejbiet;
Mitt barka xtaqulhom

Mitt hena, mitt gid,

Tifhir fuq ’l-gharajjes

Kull fomm kien jghid.



" Xhin waslu fil-misrah
Lagghuhom ghozzieb
Bix-xama'’ fidejhom
Fid-dahla tal-bieb.
Dahhluhom gol-knisja
Li kienet bhal genna
Mixghula u mzejna,
Bi gmielha tithenna ...

Hemm ghamlu xi talba
U r-raheb mar hdejhom
Berkilhom il-hatem,
Ghaqgqdilhom idejhom;
Lill-wiehed u ’l-ohra
Stagsiehom fil-hin,

Kif titlob il-Knisja,
Joghgbux lil xulxin.



Kif saret il-halfa

U hadu id b’id,

Ir-raheb berikhom

U hekk mar jghid:

“Qalb wahda t-tnejn sirtu,
Hawn minn mtejgin,
Inhabbu biex tghammru
U tghixu henjin.”




Ghaxar xwieni tal-ghedewwa
Dehru jsallbu dan-nahiet;
Resqu I-Pwales, nies hemm nizzlu;
Kollox hemda, kollox skiet.

|zda I-ghases minn tad-Dejma
Li lemhuhom riesga ’| haw’,
Biex jgharrfu 'l tal-Imdina
F'daqga wahda I-ahbar taw.

Dahna kbira filwaqgt saret,
Fis il-gniepen shih daqgew;
Hin bla waqt ir-rhula gamu
Ghall-Imdina mharrba grew.




ll-haddara xejn ma basru
Meta semghu dak I-ghajjat;
Hasbu I'hnuma nies ferhana
Qed jithalqu mat-trigat.

Imma dawk kif dahlu gewwa
Nisa u rgiel bit-tfal fidejhom,
Gharrfu ’I-hakem illi [-ghadu
Ma jdumx wisg ma jasal hdejhom.

Malli I-Hakem sama’ dana,
Lil Katrina gal bil-nlewwa:
“Alla jaghti s-sabatr lilek,
“Jien se mmur nirbah ’l-ghedewwa.”




“Jalla, jalla, rgiel qalbiena
“Tgassmu lkoll sabiex nerhulha.
“Jalla rgiel! Ghaliex it-Torok
“Ser iharbtu d-djar fir-rhula.”

Tar il-hena; fdagga wahda
lI-ferh tbiddel dlonk fi mrar,
Ma tismax hlief nisa thewwah
Sew fit-torog kemm fid-djar.

Dik tbus lir-ragel taghha,
L-ohra tghannaq lill-gharus,
Habel wiehed, gatta wahda,
Min jghannaq, min ibus!




Kulhadd hejja ruhu sewwa
Ghat-tagbida mal-kefrin,

[lli harbtu kulma sabu
F'’kemm irhula bdew dehlin.

Tliet mitt ruh mal-Hakem telqu,
Nofs bir-rigel, nofs bir-rkib,
Kulhadd halef |i fl-imdina

Rjus |I-ghedewwa ghandu jgib.

Hin bla waqt bhal shaba sewda
Lemhu 'l isfel bghid minn hdejhom.
Grew ghal fugha dags ghefieret,

U I-kefrin gew taht idejhom!




Bdiet tagbida li ma bhalha
minn Hal Lija sa H'Attard,;
Ahbat, idrob, infed, oqtol ...
Wied tad-dmija gera fl-art.

Mietu bosta mill-ghedewwa,
[I-Maltin ukoll batew.

Dawna rebhu, dawka harbu
Lejn ix-xtut mnejn kienu gew.

It-tagbida kienet harxa,
Damet sewwa nofstanhar.
Rjus it-Torok bhala rebha
Quddiem baghtu ghall-ahbar.



' Bi jushom imghaddsa
L-Imdina denhlin,
Kemm hargu galbiena!
Ghala issa mnikktin?

Ghaliex din il-hemda?
Dil-hasra x’inhija?

Xi tkun dik is-sura

Li giebu mghottija?

ll-Hakem x’sar minnu,
L-gharus ta’ Katrina,
Li rajtu filghodu
Imdawwar biz-zina?




Sew malli I-ghedewwa
Qarriega u kefrin

Raw ruhhom mirbuha
Minn hutna I-Maltin,

Fil-habta tnejn minnhom
B’sejf f'genbu nifduh,

Fl-art waga’ u n-nies tieghu
Hemm mejjet refghuh.

Min jaf jghid x'hasset
Kif semghet [-ahbar
Katrina? ... bhal berga
Dlonk tohrog mid-dar.




U I-hbieb marru wrajha
Sabiex izommuha;
llkoll daru maghha
U riedu jsabbruha.

Bhal genn haw’ jagbadha
Ma trid tisma’ ’| hadd,
Bdiet twarrab b’idejha,
Bikkiet lil kulhadd.

Xhin tilmhu, tintilef
U taga’ hemm fl-art
Fejn kienu filghodu
Xerrduhom il-ward.




Minn xebba u gharusa
F’jum wiehed dil-mara i & Tig
lttejjed u tormol! — s |
Min jista’ jsabbarha! e



